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Explore the Earthquake Data

Today we will be using AEJEE to examine information about earthquakes.   Our objectives include:

1. Using the Add Data tool in AEJEE to load data to our map.

2. Viewing and hiding data layers in AEJEE.

3. Moving the order of data layers to change the map display.

4. Understanding that reordering data layers may change how data is displayed in AEJEE.

Please read the information and answer ALL questions.  

Step 1: Launch AEJEE and load data
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Click the Add Data tool [image: image2.png]


 in the Tool Bar. A Content Chooser window opens. 

Add the country.shp file -  countries data. 

Click the qks20012005gt4.shp file -  earthquakes data. 
Click the plates.shp file -  tectonic plates data.

Your screen in AEJEE should look identical to the picture below: 
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1. What symbol is used to show an earthquake?

b. Viewing Layers [image: image3.png]



The power of a GIS is that we can customize a map to meet our specific needs.  

We can turn the layers on and off.  Please do the following:

2. In front of the country layer there is a checkmark.  Click box to remove the checkmark.  
What happens to the countries on your map?   




3. Look at the earthquakes on the map.  What happens to earthquake data when you turn the country layer on and off?

c. Moving Layers
Click, hold your mouse, and drag the country layer to a new position as shown in picture below. 
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4. Look at your map.  What happened to the number of earthquake data points on your map?  Can you see more or less earthquake data points?

5. How does the order of the layers affect what is shown on the map?

Step 2: Summary:  Using what I learned.  Answer TRUE or FALSE

1. _______ The map uses the symbol . to show an earthquake.
2. _______ The map displays 3 layers named country, qks20012005gt4, and plates.

3. _______
 I cannot change the order of the layers on my map. 

4. _______ To customize a map means I can change how my map looks.

5. _______ AEJEE is a Geographic Interface System (GIS) that I can use to display data in different ways.

6. _______ I cannot hide a layer in AEJEE.
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